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Training the Forest School Trainer – Phase II

Information for Project Applicants

Following the success of the 2008/9 Training the Trainer project, Forestry Commission Wales and the Department of Children, Education and Life Long Learning are running Phase II of the project from November 2010.

Phase I of the project saw four “Apprentices” trained and a bi-lingual training manual produced.

Phase II will aim to train a further four people to a level at which they can deliver the Level 3 Forest School Practitioner Award with an emphasis on the Foundation Phase. The project will also develop and trial a “Level 4” award in conjunction with Agored Cymru, so establishing a full suite of Forest School qualifications for Wales. In addition Phase II will aim to increase the capacity for delivery to, and the assessment of, Welsh speaking learners.

The closing date for applications is Friday 14th January 2011 and Phase II candidates will be called to interview on Tuesday 25th January 2011. 

Candidates will meet the following criteria:

· Hold a recognised Level 3 Forest School qualification

· Have experience of setting up and running a minimum of three Forest School Programmes (a programme consists of a minimum of six sessions) since qualifying with at least two different client groups.

Candidates will meet or be working towards as part of this project the following criteria:

· Either hold or be willing to work towards a recognised qualification in teaching and assessing Level 3/adults. (Primary or Nursery teachers will require an endorsement for teaching adults e.g. PTLLS, FETC or ET01.)

· Either hold or be willing to work towards an award in assessing e.g. a OCN Tutor/Assessor Award, A1, TDLB or D32/33

· Have the support of their employing organisation

· Be able to deliver and assess through the medium of Welsh

Ideally two of the apprentices will work in South Wales and two in North Wales. Apprentice Trainers will become members of the Forest School Training Network, be supported by a mentor throughout the project and receive a bursary payment of £1600.00 and a proportion of course fees in the region of £1800.00

Draft project timings are detailed over the page with final dates being confirmed as a group once the apprentice trainers have been selected. If you require any further information at this point please contact:

Sue Williams           sue.williams@forestry.gsi.gov.uk            0300 068 0300

	Time Period
	Activity
	Location

	Dec 20th 2010 to Jan 14th 2011
	Application window
	

	W/c 24th January 2011
	Apprentice trainers identified by interview  
	Mid Wales



	March  - May 2011
	Apprentice trainers liase with Cambium & FCW to shadow L3 training courses.  Each apprentice trainer attends at least one assessment with FCW or Cambium trainers
	Courses held in South Wales

	July 2011 

(actual dates to confirmed)
	6 days ‘Training the Forest School Trainer’ course 
	3 days in North Wales

3 days in south Wales

	July / August 2011
	Liaison with apprentice trainers to support the setting up of the Level 3 courses
	

	w/c 11th September 2011


	Training day to finalise each team’s preparation & carry out checks for Risk Assessment process.  
	Mid Wales

	Late September / October / November  2011
	Apprentice trainers run Level 3 training courses.

Mentor attends 3 days of each L3 training course.  Feedback given at the end of each day.
	One L3 training course in  North & one in South Wales

	Spring 2012
	Mentor attends one workplace assessment for each trainee
	1 day in North

1 day in South Wales

	Summer 2012
	2 days marking workshop / cross marking by mentor & standardising portfolios.


	1 day in North  

1 day in South Wales

	Autumn/Winter 2012
	Trainees submit L4 portfolios and receive feedback
	

	Spring 2013
	‘Wash up’ meeting for whole project
	Mid Wales

	Spring 2013 onwards
	Further FS training courses run by training teams

Evaluation meeting to consolidate outcomes of project
	At least one in each area.
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